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CLAIMS : 



1. A system for distributing and generating at a 
remote site product redemption coupons comprising: 

(a) a centrally located repository of electronically 
stored product redemption coupon data,- 

(b) transmission means operatively associated with 
said centrally located repository for providing data 
communication between said :^epository and a plurality of 
remote user computers; and 

(c) a remote user computer operatively associated 
with said transmission me^^^s, said remote user computer 
comprising 

interfacef ^earj^ f or providing user interaction 
with said centrally located repository, 

/ 

a memory, 

a coupon data management program for requesting 
coupon data from said^ centrally located repository, for 
storing in said memory coupon data transmitted from said 
centrally located repository, and for generating printable 
coupon data from sai^d stored coupon data, and 

. a cc^upon output buffer operatively associated 
with said data management program for storing said printable 
coupon data generajted by said coupon data management program; 

whereby ?a user of the remote computer is able to 
request coupon dajta to be transmitted from said centrally 
located repository, and said user is able to instruct said 
computer to output product redemption coupons generated from 
said transmittedli^ coupon data. 
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2. The system of cmim 1 further comprising a 
printer operatively associatecy with said coupon output buffer 
for printing product redemption coupons from said printable 
coupon data stored in said coupon output buffer, 

3. The system of claim 1 further comprising means 
for enabling transmission pf said printable coupon data from 
said coupon output buffer/ to said centrally located repository 
for electronic coupon redemption. 

4 . The system of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 
management program enables a user to select desired coupon 
data from said transmitted coupon data and wherein said 
selected coupon data ^)/ored in said memory; 

whereby saiM user>^ able to instruct said computer 
to print product redemption coupons generated from said 
selected coupon data/. 

5 . The /system of claim 4 wherein data indicative 
of said stored selected coupon data is transmitted to said 
centrally located /repository for subsequent processing and 
analysis. / 

6 . The system of claim 5 wherein certain of said 
stored selected /coupon data is printed, and wherein data 
indicative of said printed coupons is transmitted to said 
centrally locaned repository for subsequent processing and 
analysis. / 
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7 . The system of clai/rn 4 wherein said coupon data 
management program further comprises means for sorting said 
selected coupon data by a predetermined classification and 
wherein said sorted coupon data is stored in said memory. 

8 . The system of /claim 2 wherein said coupon data 

management program further comprises list generation means for 

• . / 
generating a list of purchase items. 

9. The system/of claim 8 wherein said list 
generation means automat i/cally generates a list of purchase 
items correlated to said/ stored coupon data. 



ii 10. The systifem(pT cLa^ 9 wherein said list 

m generation means allows Ithe ugBr to add thereto purchase items 



10 



I 



not associated with sa'id stored coupon data. 



in 11. The system of claim 8 wherein said list 

11 . I 

2,0 generation means allows the user to select certain items and 

I 

wherein coupon data associated with at least some of said 

I 

selected items is generated into printable coupon data and 
printed by said printer. 



25 12, The system of claim 8 wherein said purchase 

item list generation means sorts said purchase items thereon 
in a manner correlated to an expected organization of purchase 
items in a desireq store. 
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13'. The system of clTkim 12 wherein data 
representative of the expected/ organization of purchase items 
in the desired store is provijled by said centrally located 
repository . 

5 

14 . The system ot claim 2 wherein said printable 
coupon data is generated additionally from user- specif ic data 
stored in said memory; 

whereby said product redemption coupons printed by 
10 said printer comprise information related to the transmitted 

coupon data and to the particular user of the remote computer. 




15 . The systieM^^ claim 14 wherein said coupon data 
management program enatoles the generation and printing of a 
is particular product redemption coupon only once. 



16 . The system of claim 15 wherein said user- 

/ 

specific data comprises an identification indicia unique to 



the particular user of the remote computer; 



|5 . whereby /each of said product redemption coupons 

printed by said printer is thus unique. 



17.. The system of claim 16 wherein said unique 
product redemption coupon comprises a bar code encoded with 
25 said identification indicia of said user. 



18. /The system of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 
comprises an expiration date field indicative of a coupon 
expiration daue, and wherein said coupon data management 
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program further comprises means for deleting said coupon data 
when said coupon expiration mate has been reached or passed. 



19. The system of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 
comprises an expiration date field indicative of a coupon 
expiration date, and wherein said centrally located repository 
deletes certain coupon dana from said remote user computer 
when said coupon expiration date has been reached or passed. 



20. The system of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 
comprises a redemption amount field indicative of a coupon 
redemption amount, and wherein said coupon management program 
varies said redemption |amount field of certain coupon data. 

l/ 

21. The sys/tdm of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 
comprises a redemptioii amount field indicative of a coupon 
redemption amount, and wherein said centrally located 
repository varies sai/d redemption amount field of certain 
coupon data. 



22. The system of claim 2 wherein said coupon data 

management program comprises means for collecting user- 

. . 1 
specific data and for transmitting collected user-specific 

data to said centrajlly located repository for subsequent 

processing and analysis . 



23. A s^^stem for issuing, distributing, remotely 
generating and redeeming product redemption coupons 
comprising; 
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(a) a centrally located repository of electronically 
stored product redemption compon data, wherein said coupon 
data is provided by a coupon issuing center; 

(b) transmission /means operatively associated with 
said centrally located repository for providing data 
communication between saip repository and a plurality of 
remote user computers; 

(c) a remote fiser computer operatively associated 
with said transmission/means, said remote user computer 
comprising 

interface means for providing user interaction 
with said centrally fLo^ated jpeposxtory , 

a mer 

a coupon data management program for requesting 
coupon data from said centrally located repository, for 
storing in said memory coupon data transmitted from said 
centrally located repository, and for generating printable 
coupon data frot^ said stored coupon data, and 

coupon output buffer operatively associated 
with said data Management program for storing said printable 
coupon data generated by said coupon data management program; 

(d) / a printer operatively associated with said 
coupon output/ buffer for printing product redemption coupons 
from said printable coupon data stored in said coupon output 
buffer; 

ii) product checkout means located at a consumer 
store for mroviding discount amounts correlated to said 
printed prcpduct redemption coupons when said coupons are 
presented py a consumer in association with a product 
purchase; 
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(f ) redemption information collection means for 
reading from said coupons redemption information and for 
storing redemption information regarding coupons presented by 
a consumer in association with a product purchase and for 
providing said redemption information to a coupon issuing 

center for subsequent analvfsis; and 

/ 

(g) a coupon issuing center for issuing additional 

product redemption coupon/data to said centrally located 

repository, said coupon jssuing center* comprising marketing 

data analysis means for ^ssuing said additional product 

redemption coupon data ba^d^^ij?f6n said redemption information 

provided by said redemption information collection means; 

/ 

whereby a user of the remote computer is able to 



request coupon data to be transmitted from said centrally 
located repository, instruct said computer to print product 

redemption coupons generated from said transmitted coupon 

/ 

data, present said printed coupons at a consumer store and 

I 

receive a discount amount, and whereby information related to 

I 

the consumers' redemptions is supplied to the coupon issuing 
center and used as ^a basis to determine effective subsequent 
coupon distribution. 



24. The system of claim 23 wherein: 

/ 

said coupon data management program enables a user 

to select desired coupon data from said transmitted coupon 

data; I 

I 

said selected coupon data is stored in said memory, 

I 

data indicative of said stored selected coupon data 
is transmitted,/ via said centrally located repository, to said 
coupon issuing/ center; and 
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said marketing data ^alysis means at said coupon 
issuing center additionally bafees the issuance of additional 
product redemption coupon data on said selected coupon data. 
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25. The system of/ claim 24 wherein: 
certain of said sj^ored selected coupon data is 

printed; 

data indicative 6f said printed coupons is 
transmitted, via said cenurally located repository, to said 
coupon issuing center; anjc 

said marketing /data analysis means at said coupon 
issuing center additionap.ly bases the issuance of additional 
product redemption coupon daya on said printed coupon data. 



2t 



26. The system of claim 23 wherein said printable 
coupon data is generat/ed additionally from user- specif ic data 
stored in said memory! 

whereby sai'd product redemption coupons printed by 
said printer comprise information related to the transmitted 
coupon data and to tpe particular user of the remote computer, 
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27. The system of claim 26 wherein said coupon data 
management program /enables the generation and printing of a 
particular product/ redemption coupon only once. 

28. The system of claim 27 wherein said user- 
specific data coirorises an identification indicia unique to 
the particular user of the remote computer; 

whereby each of said product redemption coupons 
printed by said /printer is thus unique. 
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29. The system of /claim 28. wherein said unique 
product redemption coupon cc/mprises a bar code encoded with 
said identification indicia/ of said user. 
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30. The system/of claim 23 wherein said coupon data 
comprises an expiration date field indicative of a coupon 
expiration date, and wherrein said coupon data management 
program further comprises means for deleting said coupon data 
when said coupon expiration date has been reached or passed. 



iS 



31. The system of claim 30 wherein said coupon data 
comprises an expiratifor^ daj^6 field indicative of a coupon 
expiration date, and/ wherein said coupon data management 
program deletes certain coupon data from said remote user 
computer when said /coupon expiration date has been reached or 
passed. 



20 



32. The system of claim 23 wherein said coupon data 
comprises a redemption amount field indicative of a coupon 
redemption amoun|, and wherein said centrally located 
repository varie^ said redemption amount field of certain 
coupon data. 
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33. /The system of claim 23 wherein: 
said/ coupon data management program comprises means 
for collecting user-specific data and for transmitting 
collected usepr-specif ic data, via said centrally located 
repository, to said coupon issuing center; and 
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said marketing data ^nalysis means at said coupon 
issuing center additionally bjkses the issuance of additional 
product redemption coupon datla on said user- specif ic data. 

34 . A method for printing product redemption 
coupons at a remote user coipputer site comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) requesting a /centrally located repository of 
electronically stored predict redemption coupon data to 
transmit said coupon data /to said remote user computer; 

(b) storing in a memory associated with said remote 
user computer coupon data/ transmitted from said centrally 
located repositoiry, / ^^y^ 

(c) generating printable coupon data from said stored 
coupon data, and 

(d) printing p|roduct redemption coupons from said 
printable coupon data. 

35. The methibd of claim 34 further comprising the 
step of selecting desided coupon data from said stored coupon 
data and storing said selected coupon data in said memory. 

36. The metpod of claim 35 further comprising the 
step of transmitting tto said centrally located repository data 
indicative of said selected coupon data. 



37. The m*thod of claim 35 further comprising the 
step of transmitting/ to said centrally located repository data 
indicative of said printed coupons. 
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38. The method ot claim 34 further comprising the 
step of sorting said stored coupon data by a predetermined 
classification and storing said sorted coupon data in said 
memory . 

39. The method of claim 34 further comprising the 
step of generating a shbpping list at least partially 
including some items corresponding to those coupons printed. 
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40. The method of claim 34 wherein said stored 
coupon data comprises (i) variable coupon data received from 
said centrally localed^j^rejp^ito^ in response to the user's 
request, said vari^le coupon data being indicative of an item 
to be purchased and a discount or redemption amount to be 
applied, and (ii) ^fixed coupon data indicative of and unique 
to said user. 



?9 



41. The method of claim 34 wherein said coupon data 

includes an exp/iration date field and further comprising the 

step of deletij^ig from said memory coupon data which has 
expired. 
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42 ./ The method of claim 34 wherein said coupon data 
includes a redemption amount field and further comprising the 
step of varying the data in said redemption amount field. 
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^3 . The method of claim 34 further comprising the 
step of transmitting user-specific data to said centrally 
located refpository for subsequent processing and analysis. 
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44. A method of iissuing, distributing, remotely- 
generating and redeeming product redemption coupons comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) requesting a/ centrally located repository of 
electronically stored prociuct redemption coupon data to 
transmit sets of said coupon data to a remote user computer; 

(b) storing in k memory associated with said remote 
user computer the coupon |data transmitted from said centrally 
located repository; 

(c) generating |printable coupon data from said stored 
coupon data; 

(d) printing ^ projiuct redemption coupon from said 
printable coupon data; 

(e) redeeming said coupon at a consumer store; 

(f) obtainiij^ from said coupon data indicative of 
the redeeming consumer and the product redeemed; 

(g) determining from said obtained data subsequent 
sets of coupon data t|o be stored in said centrally located 
repository . 

45. The method of claim 44 further comprising the 
steps of selecting desired coupon from said stored coupon data 
and transmitting ta said centrally located repository data 
indicative of said /selected coupon data; and wherein the 
subsequent coupon set determination step utilizes said data 
indicative of said' selected coupon data. 

46. The method of claim 45 wherein certain of said 
selected coupon c|ata is printed into coupons and data 
indicative of said printed coupons is transmitted to said 
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centrally located reposijtory ; and wherein the subsequent 
coupon set determinatioj^^^€i|) utilizes said data indicative of 
said printed coupons 
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